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DULONG TIES: Enjoying the Dulong celebrations are Dalzell and Mackay descendants.

CONTRIBUTED

| WAS very honoured to attend the "Dulong Futures" community
walkway opening (connecting the Platypus Creek Estate to Dulong
School Road) on August 13.

The very spirited and enthusiastic residents made me feel very much
at home.

My forbearers were part of early Dulong (or Doolong, as it was
previously known), as were other attendees including Mark and Jill
Murtagh - descendants of John Murtagh, the first settler there.
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What made it unique was a special lady, Betty Bennett (nee Dalzell) - my first cousin, twice
removed - travelled from Bundaberg to be a part of the morning to open the walkway.

It was in close vicinity to where her grandparents, uncles and aunts settled in 1883.

They had a hand in early sugar-cane production, were board members of the Moreton mill and
later ran a creamery.

The journey was no easy task as Betty is 93 years young: the oldest living member of her wider
Dalzell/Bruhn clan.
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Betty's own parents William and Rosa were married in the once Dulong School of Arts hall on
the corner of Thrushes Rd. This land was donated in 1906 by her grandparents James and
Mary Dalzell.

Local members of the community are trying desperately to return it back to the people of the
area before losing it forever to development.

Remarkably, the original, yet weathered stumps remain on the land that was then a place for
picnics, gatherings and lively social events.

It was a momentous occasion to witness Betty return to where her counterparts settled and
contributed greatly to the surrounding area, even though she did not grow up there.

It's quite a feat when you consider 133 years have passed between days of yonder to present.

She was also fortunate to visit other sites of interest including the Bli Bli historical precinct on
Willis Rd where her uncle Alfred Dalzell took part in the builds of the schoolmaster's residence
and the old church and stopping at the Colin Dalzell Mackay Bridge (named after her first
cousin) on Petrie Creek, where parts of the family settled in 1912 after leaving the Blackall
Range.

Betty is now reconnecting and rediscovering the family history that took place on the Sunshine
Coast.

| also have been fortunate in recent years to connect with surviving Dalzell relations from
around Australia, opening a whole new chapter of history-making.

JENNIFER CATALANO (nee Mackay)
Diddillibah
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